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IN THE CLAIMS 

I. -IO. (Cancelled) 

I I . (Currently Amended) A method of watermarking an image, comprising: 
associating digital metadata with each sub-image i mage obj e ct of two or more sub- 

1II1&§ CS tiSitl^Q objects of an image; and 
encoding the digital metadata into two or more sub-watermarks data layers of a digital 
steganographic watermark of the image, wherein each sub-watermark one or mor e 
s e l e cted data layers of the two or more sub- watermarks data layers encodes the digital 
metadata associated with a selected sub-image i mag e object of the two or more sub- 
im&^cs objects. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein encoding th e digital metadata 
into two or more sub-watermarks data lay e rs of a the digital steganographic watermark of 
the image further comprises encoding the digital metadata into two or more sub- 
watermarks data layers of a digital steganographic watermark of the image, wherein 
where the digM_steganographic watermark is a high coding rate watermark. 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein encoding the digital metadata 
into two or more sub-watermarks data layers of a the digital watermark of the image 
further comprises encoding the metadata into two or more sub-watermarks data lay e rs of 
a the digital steganographic w atermark of the image, wherein th e wat e rmark contains two 
or more sub watorma ries; each sub- watermark of the two or more sub- watermarks is of a 
differing encoding method and/or transform. 

14. (Cancelled). 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 , encoding the digital metadata into two or 
more sub-watermarks data laycg-s of a the digital steganographic wat ermark of the image 
further comprises encoding two^ ae or more data fields of digital metadata ^ ^eas in at 
least one of the two or more sub-watermarks data layers of the digital steganographic 
watermark. 
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1 6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising: 
encoding two or more sub-watermarks lay e rs of digital metadata in a the digital 

steganographic watermark in one or more image objects of the image. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein encoding the digital metadata 
into two or more sub-watermarks data layers of a the digital steganographic watermark of 
the image further comprises encoding at least one of a manufacturer information data 
field_layeF, an object characteristics data field l ay^. an order information data field i &yet. 
and a manufacturer designated data field te vCT. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A method of digital steganographic watermarking two or more sub- 
images at l e aot ono sub imago of an image, comprising: 

encoding a plurality of fields layers of metadata associated with each sub-image of two or 
more sub-images of an image data in a digital steganographic watermark of each sub- 
image of the image at l e ast on e sub imago of an image, whoroin the plurality of lay e rs 
of data ore metadata associated with the at least one sub imago . 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 8, wherein encoding the plurality of fields of 
metadata associated with each sub-image of two or more sub-images of the image t ayeFS 
of data in thee digital steganographic watermark of each sub-image at least one sub - 
image of the image further comprises encoding the plurality of fields of metadata 
associated with each sub-image l ayers of data in a high coding rate digital steganographic 
watermark. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 8, wherein encoding the plurality of fields of 
metadata associated with each sub-image of two or more sub-images of the image i &v&fs 
of data in the a digital steganographic watermark of each sub-image of at least on e sub - 
imag e of the image fiirther comprises encoding the plurality of fields of metadata 

associated with each sub-image lay e rs of data in a the digital steganographic watermark 
containing a plurality of sub-watermarks of the sub-image, each sub-watermark encoded 
with a different steganographic encoding method and/or transform. 
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2 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20, wherein each field of metadata associated 
with each sub-image is layer of tho plurality of lay e rs of data are encoded into a separate 
digital steganographic sub-watermark. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20 claim 18 . wherein encoding the plurality 
of fields of metadata associated with each sub-image l ayers of data in a the digital 
steganographic watermark of each at l e ast one sub-image of the image further comprises 
encoding one or more fields of metadata d ata areas in each sub-watermark of the plurality 
of sub-watermarks t wo or moro layers of data of the at l e ast one sub-image. 

23 . (Currently Amended) A computer-usable medium having computer-readable instructions 
stored thereon for execution by a processor to perform a method comprising: 
associating digital metadata with each sub-image i mag e obj e ct of two or more sub- 



encoding the digital metadata into two or more sub-watermarks d ata lay e rs of a digital 
steganographic watermark of the image, wherein one or more selected sub- 
watermarks data laycirs of the two or more sub-watermarks data layers encodes the 
digital metadata associated with a selected sub-image image obje et of the two or 
more sub-images i mag e objects . 

24. (Currently Amended) The computer-usable medium of claim 23, wherein encoding the 
digital metadata into two or more sub-watermarks d ata lay e rs of a the digital 
steganographic watermark of the image fiirther comprises encoding ^ digital metadata 
associated with a selected sub-image i nto two or mor e data lay e rs of a digital 
steganographic watermark of each encoded in the selected sub-image i mage object of the 
two o ne or more sub-images imag e obj e ct of the image, wh e re th e digital metadata 
associat e d with a selected object of the one or mor e image objects is encoded in the 
digital stogonographic wat e rmark pla c e d in the sel e ct e d image obj e ct . 
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25. (Currently Amended) The computer-usable medium of claim 23, wherein the two or 
more sub-watermarks data layers are encoded in a high coding rate digital steganographic 
watermark. 

26. (Currently Amended) The computer-usable medium of claim 23, wherein tho digital 
st e gonographic watermark contains two or more digital steganographic sub - wat e rmarks, 
each sub-watermark is.of a differing steganographic encoding method and/or transform. 

27. (Currently Amended) The computer-usable medium of claim 24 ^ amtOS. wherein the 
metadata associated with each sub-image of the two or more sub-images is encoded in 
two or more sub-watermarks of the digital steganographic watermark of the sub-image 
e ach of the two or mor e data layers ar e e ncodod into a s e lect e d digital st e ganographic 
sub waterma ife. 



-58. (Cancelled) 



